Mr Steven Williams
Property Officer
Nambucca Shire Council
PO Box 177, Macksville, NSW 2447
27 May 2009
Dear Mr Williams 

Re: Proposed use of Community Land being Lot 3 in DP 1028461, corner Pacific Highway & Link Road Nambucca Heads

The Nambucca Valley Conservation Association (NVCA) would like to offer the following comments regarding the proposed use of the forested block of community land at the northern entrance to Nambucca Heads.

Our members do not support this land being used to locate the RFS headquarters or any other infrastructure.  This site is not suited to such a purpose, which would require extensive and unacceptable clearing of the remnant native forest existing on Lot 3.  

This site is a high profile ‘front door’ to Nambucca Heads and should be managed in a way which protects and enhances such a valuable natural asset.  Tourism is an important industry in this Shire, and visitors have clearly expressed that they come here because of the natural, undeveloped beauty of the area.  Our front door should say “What you see is what you get”.  We should be proud of our natural assets;  after all, much of our local economy depends upon them.  

Lot 3 should remain forested with the only development being sensitive signage, walking tracks and perhaps a small rest/picnic area for travellers. No clearing of native vegetation should be undertaken. Any development should be carried out in such a way as to minimise impacts on the existing natural features and amenity.

The NVCA is also aware that Council will shortly acquire further land in close proximity to Lot 3.  That is Lot 1 – the southern most section of this ‘island’ of land between Old Coast Rd, Link Rd and the Pacific Highway.  Further, we are aware that these two lots are separated by a road reserve and Lot 2 which was recently acquired by the Nambucca Local Aboriginal Lands Council (NLALC) as part of a land claim.  We do not support Lot 1 being used for the purpose of RFS HQ or other infrastructure either, for the same reason of potential loss of remnant native vegetation.

Most community land in the Shire is cleared for sporting purpose.  Therefore there is a need to provide opportunities for the public to have access to forested bushland close to town and the highway.  

The NVCA believes Council should explore opportunities to work together with NLALC for a co-operative approach to managing all lots for a common purpose, providing existing vegetation is maintained and, where necessary, rehabilitated.

Yours sincerely

Georgette Allen
President

