General Manager
Nambucca Shire Council
PO Box 117, Macksville, NSW 2447

9th January 2007

Dear Mr Coulter,

Submission on NSC draft Pesticide Use Notification Plan

The NVCA has on many occasions raised the issue of public notification of pesticide use in public places by Council, with no success to date.  It is therefore heartening to see Council developing a Pesticide Use Notification Plan, although we are aware that this will be requirement under Part 4B of the Pesticides Regulation 1995 starting 1 February 2007.

This Association opposes the use of pesticides in public places on human and environmental health grounds and believes that alternative methods eg mechanical, manual and non-chemical methods of pest (insect and vegetation) control are more economically and environmentally sustainable in the long run.

As Council does and will continue to use pesticides in public places, the NVCA emphasises that people’s ‘right to know’ when and where chemicals are to be applied and which chemical is to be used, is paramount along with genuine attempts by Council to minimise and hopefully one day eliminate pesticide use whenever and wherever possible.

In the introduction section of the Plan, reference is made to the fact that Council ensures that pesticides are used without harm to the community or environment.  It is difficult to understand how such a claim can be made without ongoing monitoring of either.  One action which could be taken to partially achieve harm minimisation however would be the avoidance of chemical use in certain identified areas.  Such an action would be in the interests of human health, the developing local organics industry and of liability on Council’s part.  With this in mind, we request that Council develop a register of properties adjacent to which residents have requested no chemicals be used on grounds of chemical sensitivity and/or the organic status of their property.  

We ask that the following public places be added to the list covered by the Plan:

· Bus shelters

· Public halls

· Sporting field amenities blocks

· Libraries

· Shire Chambers (we note that the Chambers are referred to on p3 as part of the notification section but not on p1 as a public place covered by plan or the table on p2)

The exterior and surrounding grounds of Council owned public buildings should be included for notification, not just the interiors as proposed.

During roadside spraying, signs should be prominently displayed both on the vehicle and at either end of section being sprayed, to allow road travellers the option of not passing through the spray area or at least to wind windows up to minimise exposure.

Page numbering is also amiss on the document.

Thankyou for this opportunity to provide comment on this much needed plan.

Yours sincerely,

Maureen Gallagher

Secretary  

